meet Fiscal Year 2005 and 2006 Federal Grant funding requirements.

What does this mean for your jurisdiction? Simply stated, there are a number of
requirements you must be compliant with between now and October of next year to qualify
for federal dollars including FEMA and Homeland Security Grants.

By October 1 of this year, NIMS must be formally recognized by city ordinance, county court
order, or resolution. Additionally, each jurisdiction needs to prepare a strategy and
institutionalize the use of ICS through planning, training, and exercises.

By October 1, 2006, all emergency response personnel must complete the NIMS Awareness
Course, NIMS (IS 700), or equivalent, and show proficiency in field exercises. Jurisdictions need
to use an assessment tool to show compliance such as NIMCAST, as well as, identify response
assets for local and regional mutual aid and input the data into the Texas Regional Response
Network (TRRN). Jurisdictions need to continue working to achieve Communications
Interoperability and have signed mutual aid agreements.

In addition to the above, your Basic Plan and four of the annexes (I, M, N and V) will also need
to be updated. Updated templates are available on the States Emergency Management Website
at http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem/documents.htm#annexindex.

Please look over the enclosed documents and forward to interested parties within your
organization. If you have any questions, as always, feel free to call and speak with me, or any of
my staff, for assistance.

Sincerely,

(L T ot

RJ Thomas
Emergency Management Planner
rithomas@cbcog98.org


































